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Not cooking on Thanksgiving? 
Here are Il places that are. 
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PRIVATE PRISON BACK 
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Reopening the Lee Adjustment Center will relieve crowding at the Kentucky State Reformatory in La Grange, above. CJ FILE 


State to send inmates to east Ky. facility with troubled past 


Morgan Watkins 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Gov. Matt Bevin’s administration has agreed 
to reopen a private prison to ease pressure on 
the Kentucky State Reformatory in Oldham 
County, although government officials call the 
controversial decision a short-term solution. 

The Kentucky Department of Corrections has 
signed a contract with CoreCivic — a Nashville- 
based private prison company formerly known 
as Corrections Corp. of America — to reopen the 
Lee Adjustment Center in Beattyville and move 
about 800 inmates there early next year. 

The decision comes less than five years after 
the commonwealth completely stopped using 
private prisons due, in part, to serious problems 
such as the sexual abuse of inmates. 

“This is simply a move we are forced to 
make,” Kentucky Justice Secretary John Tilley 


said, citing the state’s growing prison population 
as a key reason for the decision. “We hope this isa 
release valve.” 

All state prisons are at or over capacity, but the 
Department of Corrections decided to first allevi- 
ate pressure on the understaffed, 80-year-old 
Kentucky State Reformatory. 

The state will begin moving inmates to the pri- 
vate facility in Beattyville next March and plans 
to close some old dormitories at the reformatory, 
which will continue to focus on inmates who 
struggle with mental health or other medical is- 
sues. 

Kate Miller, the ACLU of Kentucky’s advocacy 
director, said her organization understands the 
tough spot Tilley and his agency are in but does 
not support returning to private prisons. 

“It just doesn’t make sense from our perspec- 
tive to put people into a system that profits as a 
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“This is simply 
a move we are 
forced to 
make. We hope 
this is a release 
valve.” 


John Tilley, Kentucky 
Justice secretary 


Fischer: 
Threat 

by Trump 
is ‘petty’ 
Mayor's office responds 
to potential funding cut 


Phillip M. Bailey 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


The Trump administration is ques- 
tioning whether Louisville is out of 
step with federal law after approving a 
measure that prohibits police and oth- 
er city employees from enforcing im- 
migration statutes — and implying the 
city could lose more than half a million 
dollars as a result. 

Mayor Greg Fischer’s office is push- 
ing back against the threat, saying it is 
confident that the city remains in full 
compliance with federal law. 

“Louisville is a growing interna- 
tional city — and we can both embrace 
our foreign-born residents while also 
being compliant with federal immigra- 
tion law,” Fischer spokesman Chris 
Poynter said. “The city will be sending 
a strong message back to Washington 
that we are abiding by federal law, and 
that attempts to take away dollars that 
help fight crime in Louisville are wrong 
— and politically petty.” 

The ordinance, passed last month 
by the Metro Council, says local public 
safety officials cannot work with U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforce- 
ment agents unless a judge signs a 
warrant or federal officials alert police 
of a risk of violence or larger danger to 
the public. 

Acting Assistant Attorney General 
Alan Hanson said in a Nov. 15 letter to 
Fischer’s office that those policies 
could be out of compliance with the 
Trump administration’s crackdown on 
illegal immigration. 

He goes on to note that Louisville is 
receiving a federal grant that requires 
compliance with immigration law, a 
grant that Fischevr’s office says is about 
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Activists see racism in response to lunchroom fight 


Incident prompts call to 
take police out of schools 


Mandy McLaren 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


It started with a lunchroom fight over 
a pair of headphones. 

It ended with the arrest of two Afri- 
can-American students. 

Now, nearly two weeks after police 
intervened in a Jeffersontown High 
School fight — and used a stun gun to 
subdue one of the students — activists 
say the arrests illustrate a broader prob- 
lem with racial discrimination in the 


school district. 

For Black Lives Matter activist Cha- 
nelle Helm, the problem is clear. The 
lunchroom scuffle “would have been to- 
tally ignored had these children been 
white,” Helm said. 

Since the arrests, videos have sur- 
faced showing a chaotic scene of events. 
Jeffersontown Police officers were 
called in to help with the situation. In 
one of the videos, a student can be seen 
shoving an officer against a wall. 

In another video, a police officer 
strikes a student with his knee as the 
teen lay face down on the school’s hall- 
way floor, two other officers already on 
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SCHOOL TO 
PRISON PIPELINE 


COPS IN 
SCHOOLS 


Chanelle Helm of Black Lives Matter Louisville and others voiced their concerns 
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The House passes a sweeping tax system overhaul. It 
may face tougher sledding in the Senate. 1B 
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On the impeachment bandwagon 


U.S. Rep. John Yarmuth of Louisville joins colleagues’ 
mostly symbolic push to impeach the president. 3A 
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